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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK

As we continue to respond to the COVID-19 Pandemic, efforts across the federal government
and the Department of Defense are taking shape that address how to move forward. These
efforts will determine organizational, policy, and agenda-setting implications based on lessons
learned to date. The recent “National Security Directive on United States Global Leadership to
Strengthen the International COVID-19 Response and to Advance Global Health Security and
Biological Preparedness” (NSD #1) and the National Defense Authorization Act includes multiple
directives that are relevant to the AFMS global health engagement community. The
establishment of a COVID–19 Military Health System Review Panel, under section 731 of the
NDAA, indicates an elevated emphasis on pandemic preparedness and global health
engagement and security activities. Another section includes “reviewing the placement, exploring
broader utilization of global health engagement liaisons, and increasing the scope of global
health activities of the Department of Defense.” IHS may be appropriate and ideal candidates for
this GHE liaison role. The IHS Program welcomes input from IHS team members on these
initiative and will advocate for IHS involvement as necessary.
The IHS Program is also beginning to determine the way ahead. This edition of the newsletter
highlights how USSOUTHCOM’s COVID-19 pandemic relief donations to partner nations are
informing the GHE activities that the USSOUTHCOM IHS team will coordinate in collaboration
with partner organizations over the next year. These activities will ensure that the donations
deliver a sustainable impact to partner nations’ security and to global health security that
extends beyond the response to the current pandemic. Forward-looking, sustainable impact is a
key component of the value that IHS teams deliver to combatant commands.
WESLEY D. PALMER, Colonel, USAF, MC, FS
Director, International Health Specialist Program

USSOUTHCOM IHS ENHANCE IMPACT OF COVID-19 RESPONSE
DONATIONS THROUGH TRAINING, COORDINATION
International Health
Specialists are collaborating
with the Pan-American Health
Organization, a regional
component of the World
Health Organization, to better
mobilize, operate and sustain
COVID-19 pandemic response
donations to partner nations.
Over the past year, the U.S.
Southern Command has
donated 30 field hospitals to
18 partner nations in Central
America, South America, and
the Caribbean, and the
combatant command has
plans to deliver an additional 43 field hospitals to partner nations in the region. Each field
hospital provides 40 beds and four ventilators.
"As International Health Specialists, we are working to ensure partner nations receive any
training they may need to maintain and utilize the field hospitals so these donations make a
sustainable impact on their ability to respond to the current pandemic and any future natural
disasters they may face,” said Maj. Alexis Beauvais, USSOUTHCOM International Health
Specialist.
To do this, the SOUTHCOM International Health Specialist team aims to incorporate the field
hospitals into engagements, including large, multi-national exercises.
“We have been meeting virtually with the Pan-American Health Organization to support partner
nations in attaining the organization’s Emergency Medical Team certification, a capability that
enables them to better utilize the donated field hospitals,” said Maj. Noelle DeRuyter,
SOUTHCOM International Health Specialist. “Once partner nations achieve this certification,
National Guard state partners will assist in strengthening their medical capabilities and more
importantly, enhance medical training through joint, multi-national military exercises.”
This collaboration extends beyond pandemic relief and supports SOUTHCOM’s strategy to
better respond to natural disasters. In 2020, the region had to cope with an active, extended
hurricane season with Hurricanes Eta and Iota making landfall in November of 2020. The field
hospital donations and capability building increases partner nation resiliency in responding to
natural disasters. Read the full article here.

IHS SPOTLIGHT: MSGT LISA MCFARLAND
As an International Health Specialist at Air Force Special
Operations Command, Master Sgt. Lisa McFarland
collaborates with Theater Special Operations Command to
task IHS personnel for global health engagements that
mostly focus on building partner nations’ casualty
evacuation capability.

CAREER BROADENING,
EDUCATION & TRAINING
REGIONAL SPECIAL
EXPERIENCE IDENTIFIER
Officers with regional expertise are
encouraged to apply for Regional Special
Experience Identifiers (SEIs). Regional SEIs
denote experience in one of nine different
geographic regions at three (3) levels of
experience (Levels I, II and III). Airmen with
one or more Regional SEI can distinguish
and qualify their expertise in a specific
region of the world. Airmen with a
Regional SEI may benefit from new
opportunities that will open for
international positions with a direct line in
supporting DoD and AF strategic
objectives.
The Regional SEI program has migrated to
a Bi-annual review process with the next
application window tentatively
scheduled for 1 - 15 August
2021. Click here (CAC login
required) for details:
https://go.usa.gov/xs8aT

McFarland says one of the most rewarding aspects of
the job is seeing training applied successfully in realworld scenarios. After working with Niger to develop
a CASEVAC capability over a period of several years,
Nigerien medics used this capability to transport an
injured U.S. marine. The first responders happened
to be the same medics the AFSOC IHS team trained
the year prior. Continue reading on last page.

2021 Q1 IHS SEI AWARDEES
Familiarized
Capt Florentine Hiestand (H8A)
Capt Jeffrey Huff (H8A)
Capt Natalya Stadler (H8A) (ANG)
Lt Col Lori Diseati (H8A)
Lt Col Bryan Szalwinski (H8A)
Lt Col Jessica Zenteno (H8A)
Maj Selamawit Gebreslassie (H8A) (RES)
Maj Michael Hsu (H8A)
Maj George Ogwela (H8A)
MSgt Allan Doctor (451)
SSgt Francisco Gonzalez Andrade (451)
Enabled and/or Senior Global
Lt Col Cherielynne Gabriel (H8B)
Lt Col Khai Vuong (H8B & H8C)

ANNOUNCEMENT

The 2021 Q2 IHS SEI application has a
new format and new qualification
criteria. The package is
due 7 May 2021. Click here (CAC login
required) for details:
https://go.usa.gov/xs8aX

GHE THOUGHT LEADERSHIP
Modernizing the Operational Design of the
Medical Readiness Training Exercise

International Health Specialist Lt Col Brian Neese and former
USCENTCOM Surgeon General and Joint Staff Surgeon, Lt Gen (ret)
Douglas Robb co-authored this article featured in the most recent
edition of the National Defense University's Joint Force Quarterly.
This article contributes to an ongoing initiative spearheaded by
current and former IHS team members to reconceptualize the
traditional medical readiness training exercise, or MEDRETE, to
make an impact that is sustainable and mutually beneficial to the
United States and partner nations. Read the article on page 88 of
the Joint Force Quarterly.

IN THE NEWS

US Donates Field Hospital to
Maranhão State, Brazil [Diálogo]
The United States, through the Department of
Defense’s Southern Command, donated a
structure to Maranhão state to set up a field
hospital that will accommodate 40 beds, [...]

Aeromedical Joint Coalition HA/DR
Training During Exercise Cope
North 21 [DVIDS]
The goal of Cope North 21 is to improve
combat readiness, develop integrated
humanitarian assistance and disaster [...]

Regional Health Command Europe conducts Global Health Engagement with Polish
Military Medical Counterparts [AFMS]
AFSOUTH Hosts 2021 Virtual Air Force Section Chiefs Theater Security Cooperation
Workshop [AFSOUTH]
Women's History Month: USAF SG Emphasizes Step up, Step out Impact [AFMS]
US, South Korean Defense Leaders Plan for Future of Alliance [USINDOPACOM]

IHS CORE COMPETENCY CORNER
Joint Operations
Will have had expeditionary and international experiences that allow them to comfortably apply
their other competencies in support of a team, assigned command, and interagency and
multinational collaboration. Preferred experience includes expeditionary deployment and/or joint
operational deployment in a leadership role. However, an accumulation of applicable life
experiences in international settings working in joint/coalition and interagency health,
humanitarian, or other military operations is valued. Read about the others here:
https://go.usa.gov/xpyY9

IHS Spotlight: MSGT Lisa McFarland Cont'd
“I thought the training would benefit the partner nation, and only later realized that
that partner nation might be responding to U.S. personnel,” McFarland said. “The
training you’re providing is valuable because it has the potential to make a global
impact.”
McFarland has received extensive training that she says has had a positive impact on
her professional development. “I now have a Special Operations Forces training
background. I’ve also had advanced training that has prepared me to deploy in hostile
and austere environments,” she said. The cross-cultural training and experience she
received as an AFSOC IHS has been instrumental in enabling her to support Combat
Aviation Advisor missions. “In any ‘Air Advisor’ mission, we are in the business of
developing and maintaining relationships first. It is critical to establish friendship and
trust with a partner nation before advising them on an operation.”
She noted that her cross-cultural training extends beyond the international context.
Taking your sunglasses off to make eye contact when you are having a conversation
and remembering the names of your coworkers’ family members are two examples of
nonverbal and interpersonal communication techniques that help to build trust and
foster better working relationships at home as well as abroad. “I use it to communicate
with a variety of professionals every day,” McFarland remarked. “My training and
experience will stick with me forever.” She continues to share her experience as an IHS
with junior Airmen, highlighting how it has benefitted her career as an Air Force medic.
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