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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK

As we wrap up 2019, I would like to note a couple of new ways the Air Force Medical Service
(AFMS) International Health Specialists (IHS) Program strives to be the DoD’s go-to global health
resource. In this edition, we feature the inaugural IHS deployment to Iraq in support of CJTF-OIR.
This deployment demonstrates AFMS employment of IHS in a hybrid capacity as a soft power tool
and as a force multiplier in kinetic operations. It also highlights how IHS contributes to security
cooperation in different operational phases as well as bolstering medical readiness.
We partnered with AETC/A3 to refine our training curriculum for the IHS Orientation Course. In
October (and for the first time), we hosted the course with the new curriculum as part of a
collaborative effort with cadre support from USAF Expeditionary Center, DISCS, and USU’s CGHE.
We look forward to our continued partnership and collaboration to develop and prepare AFMS
personnel for medical security cooperation opportunities.
WESLEY D. PALMER, Colonel, USAF, MC, FS
Director, International Health Specialist Program
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IHS Team Spotlight

Air Force International Health Specialist builds medical capability
in Iraq
In June, a public health professional serving as an International Health Specialist deployed to Iraq
as part of Combined Joint Task Force - Operation Inherent Resolve.Lt. Col. Jessica Cowden,
Infectious Disease Programs chief with the Defense Institute for Medical Operations at Joint Base
San Antonio-Lackland, Texas, deployed and worked to improve medical security cooperation with
Iraq and its allies. The IHS deployment was a first in the country for the Air Force Medical Service,
providing a proof of concept for future health specialist support in similar operations around the
globe. Read the full article here: [https://go.usa.gov/xp7eB]

CAREER BROADENING, EDUCATION, AND TRAINING
How to become an International Health Specialist: read here:
[https://go.usa.gov/xpyYk]
"An airmen who wants to get into the IHS
program is going to have tremendous
opportunities to do things outside of their
normal Air Force Speciality Code. They’re
going to get to work with partner nations, and
sometimes ambassadors and national leaders
at a level that they would never do in their
normal occupations. It’s a fantastic
opportunity for them to be ambassadors for
our nation." - CMSgt Jason Pace
Watch here: [https://bit.ly/2rZGiw2]

IN THE NEWS
APORA VIII: Knowledge sharing is
contagious

The APORA engagements help ensure mutual commitments
to allow idea exchange and a better understanding
between partner nations. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass
Communication Specialist 2nd Class Evan Parker)

Twenty-five African nations joined representatives
from U.S. Air Forces in Europe and Air Forces Africa,
U.S. Africa Command, and the Center for Disease
Control to exchange knowledge and best practices
on how to improve response capabilities for
preventing, detecting and responding to emerging
infectious diseases.“We are coming together to find
a way to fight an enemy that doesn’t care about
borders or who you are—it’s a global threat.” said
U.S. Air Force Col. Timothy Dykens, chief of medical
readiness for USAFE-AFAFRICA. “Anything we can do
to stem the threat of infectious disease enhances
national security.”
More articles: [USAF] [USAFE-AFAF] [USAFE-AFAF]

International Health Specialist,
Lt Col Allen, awarded for leadership
in global health engagement

International Health Specialist Lt Col Andrew Allen receives
International Affairs Excellence Award during the Air Force
Association Air, Space and Cyber Conference

Lieutenant Colonel Andrew T. Allen received an
International Affairs Excellence Award for his work
during 2018 as Chief, Global Health Engagements
Branch, Office of the Command Surgeon,
Headquarters United States Air Forces in Europe-Air
Forces Africa. Colonel Allen invigorated the
command’s security cooperation enterprise
through his phenomenal insight into geopolitical
strategy and his keen expertise in foreign relations,
where he led his team of 12 International Health
Specialists through 71 missions and engaged more
than 1,400 medics from 50 nations throughout
Europe and Africa.

OTHER HIGHLIGHTS
AFCENT, Coalition Forces Work Together to Defend Region [CENTCOM]
AFRL team enhances safety for survival specialists through wearable
health monitoring technology [AFMS]
U.S. Airmen, Sailors, Soldiers, team up for joint MEDEVAC exercise [AFMS]
Speeding up detection to slow down Ebola: Smartphone app is gamechanger for contact tracing in hotspots in the DRC [WHO]
Medical experts join partners in Indonesia, improve pandemic response
abilities [dvids]
Medical teams save soldier providing new level of in-flight care [59 MDW]

IHS CORE COMPETENCY CORNER

This is one of ten competencies that International Health Specialists must master and
maintain to be fully capable. Read about the others here: [https://go.usa.gov/xpyY9]

Security Cooperation
Personnel will be trained, educated, and experienced in security cooperation and the use of
health capabilities to attain CCDR security cooperation endstates. Military-military
engagement, particularly Enterprise Development of partner forces and health aspects of
Foreign Military Sales (FMS), is an emphasis but the role of health in all aspects of improving
security and stability are included in this competency.
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